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Easter Breakfast - April 12, 2020 
 We will be having our Annual Easter Breakfast and Camper Fundraiser 
on Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020 from 8:30-11:00 am. On the menu will 
be: scrambled eggs with ham or sausage, rolls or muffins, and coffee & or-
ange juice. A Free Will Donation will be taken. Sponsored by OG Youth. 
Proceeds help defray youth activity costs.
 We are looking for donations from the congregation to help defray the 
cost for the breakfast. In the narthex you will find an Easter Giving Tree 
with eggs on it. On these eggs you will find the items we need donated. 
Sign up on the sheet in the office letting us know which egg(s) your fam-
ily will be contributing. Please have your item(s) to the church by Friday, 
April 10. In addition to items needed, we need your time as well. Please 
sign up for a time to help prepare or serve Easter Breakfast!
Sign up times below: 
 Saturday, April 11 -  10am - we need 5 or 6 helpers
 Sunday, April 12 -  6am - 8am - 2 people needed, one must be an adult
 Sunday, April 12 -  8am - 10am - 1 adult and 4 helpers
 Sunday, April 12 -  8:30am - 10:30am  - 1 adult and 4 helpers
 Sunday, April 12 -  10am - Noon - 1 adult and 4 helpers

QUESTIONS??? Contact us at Joan jbotsie02@aol.com, (C) 612-600-
7636 or Jennifer jrmurdick@gmail.com , (C) 612-590-0681 

2020 Sunday School &
Congregation Lent Projects

 The Sunday School kids will be collecting a variety of items for two 
great organizations, Oasis for Youth and VEAP during Lent, March1- April 
12.  We would love to have the congregation participate with us.  We will 
be collecting the items listed below each week.  Any questions, please con-
tact Kelli Olson at 612-720-1210 or kelli@oakgrovelutheran.org
Oasis for Youth
 1.  Dry/non-perishable snacks- individual servings of cereal, chips,
   granola bars, crackers, cookies, etc.
 2.  Men’s brief underwear (sizes medium to XXL)
 3.  Women’s underwear (sizes medium to XXL)
 4.  $10 to $20 gift cards to Walmart, Cub Foods and Target
 5.  Hair Products for mixed/natural hair: shampoo and conditioner or
  other products (Brands include cantu, Pantene Truly Relaxed Hair,
  Shea Moisture, Suave Professionals for Natural Hair)

(Lent Projects continued on page 4)



  
    
  

   March
Birthdays

2 March 2020

 1 - Mackenzie Curry, Dorla Dagner,
  Rachel Hinton
 2 - Nicholas Tietze
 3 - Bridget Foley
 4 - Molly Olson-Blomgren, Ryan Risch
 5 - David Fors, William Hinton
 7 - Jack Howard
 8 - Noah Durand, Pam Gmitro
 9 - Thomas Munson, Carol Swenson,
  Josh Zoellmer
10 - Erin Bohler, Lee Dare
11 - Amanda Blomgren, Garfield Hoversten,
  Jesse VanEyll
12 - Taylor Lupkes, Anna Pagel
13 - Gordon Hanson, Michelle Murphy
14 - Melissa Jacobson, Butch Lupkes
15 - Jacob Beaudet
16 - Megan Schmit, Grace Taylor
17 - Richard Jefferson
19 - Terrison Risch
21 - Bonnie Oien
23 - Hal Eichler, Kathryn Johnson
24 - Linda Dare, Philip D. Olson, Sarah Swenson
25 - Kathryn Jefferson, Brian VanEyll
26 - Terry Polzin, Marlene Scarlett
27 - Elizabeth Tammen
28 - Lucas Becker, Sophia Behnke, Faith Kanz
31 - Eleanor Stok, John Wigdahl

Wednesday Night Dinner

  March   4  – Chicken Rice Soup & Sliders
  March 11  – Tuna Noodle Casserole
  March 18  – Chicken Cordon Bleu with Rice
  March 25  – Beef Stew and Corn Bread
  April 1 – No Dinner - Spring Break
  April 8 – No Dinner - Holy WeekMen’s Bible Study

Men’s bible study meets on Saturday 
mornings at 8:00 a.m. in the library at 
Oak Grove.  All are welcome! Please 
join us for bible study, coffee and donuts. 

 Questions, please call Bob Olson at 612-866-7827.

Circle Meetings for March 
All Circles will meet the first Tuesday of the month,
March 3, unless otherwise indicated:
Esther – 7:00 pm in the Fireside Room.
Lydia-Ruth – 7:00 at the home of Jan Philibert’s
 5712 20th Ave. S. Mpls. 

All Dinners include Entree, Salad,
Dessert and a Beverage.

Dinners are served from 5:30 to 6:15 during Lent
We ask for a minimum donation of $4.00 per plate

All are welcome!!
Invite your friends and neighbors!

Register Now for the
Steadfast Love of God

 Join other women of God to consider the Steadfast 
Love of God in a retreat at Camp Wapo, May 1-3. The 
weekend will give you, the Women of Oak Grove and 
your guests, time for fellowship, prayer, study, and 
worship surrounded by nature and each other. You can 
arrive on Friday evening to spend time with each other 
and ease into the retreat agenda, which begins “offi-
cially” on Saturday. The Saturday agenda has both 
group and individual time. There will be time to share 
games and stories, time for nature, time to practice the 
art of beading and praying, and time for Bible study. 
Tammy Wilkinson will host Bible conversations cen-
tered around the books of Ruth and Esther. The week-
end culminates in worship on Sunday.
 Please register yourself and your guests in the 
church office by March 21 and include the Wapo fee. 
The Friday through Sunday fee for meals and hous-
ing is $110. If your schedule limits you to the Sat-
urday agenda only, the fee is $40. Information about 
ride sharing and agenda times will be available in late 
March.
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The Witness of the Saints               
 In the calendar of the church year there are two 
parts. Most familiar to us are the seasons and fes-
tivals that celebrate the life of Jesus and the sav-
ing acts of God. The other part recognizes how 
the Spirit of God works in and through individual 
people whose faith and actions are worthy of being 
remembered: the people we call saints.
 Lutherans, of course, are quick to point out that 
all of us who are baptized into the death and resur-
rection of our Lord are saints, and only by grace 
are any of us saved. But we also can, and should, 
lift up the lives of certain Christians, giving thanks 
for their example, letting their faith strengthen our 
own faith, and by imitating their good works and 
virtues. 

 During the Wednesdays of Lent, we’ll consider 
the lives of a few of these saints, letting them be 
examples for us in our own calling to follow Jesus. 
In a way, they don’t share much in common: A 4th 
century bishop from North Africa, a Norwegian lay 
preacher who had a large influence on Lutherans in 
America, an Italian monk on whose birthday people 
still bring their pets to church for a blessing, an Eng-
lish mystic who wrote about spiritual revelations 
she had while deathly ill, and others. What they did 
have in common was a faith in God that shaped their 
lives in ways that have shaped the lives and faith of 
so many others. It’s an honor to be in their presence. 
             Pastor Tom Zarth

28th Annual Oak Grove Volleyball Marathon
Saturday, March 14 from 12 noon to 12 midnight!
Make Oak Grove Volley 2020 a big success by playing or pledging to support charities working to make a 
positive difference in people’s lives. Players are invited to join in the fun anytime between 12 noon to 12 
midnight on Saturday, March 14. You may participate all or part of the day. Pledges made to the Volleyball 
Marathon will be divided among these three charities:
Fisher House:  A Fisher House is a “home away from home” for patients’ families and significant others 
who have veterans and active duty soldiers receiving care at VA medical centers. 
Hospitality Center for Chinese:  Hospitality Center for Chinese was founded in 1992 to serve internation-
al students and the scholar community at the University of Minnesota. The Hospitality Center for Chinese 
builds community among people through friendship programs and cultural exchange activities. 
Camp Wapo:  Dating back to 1948, Camp Wapo helps people of all ages to explore their faith life in a 
beautiful setting. Camp Wapo provides a place for youth and adults to be challenged and inspired to grow 
in their relationship with God. 

Show your support for these charities by pledging to Oak Grove Volley 2020 today!

Worship in Lent
February 26 - Ash Wednesday - 7:00 pm

with the imposition of ashes and Holy Communion

Evening Prayer - Wednesdays
March 4  –  April 1 at 7:00 pm
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Lent Schedule for Bells and Caroler Choir
 Wednesday, February 26 - Ash Wednesday
                6:15-                      Caroler Choir  (Pam may keep kids past 6:45)
                                                NO BELLS MEET THIS NIGHT
  Wednesday, March 4
                5:45-6:15              Faith Bells (Confirmation age kids and a few older ones)
                6:15-6:45              Christ Bells (Grade school kids)   
                                                No Caroler Choir                                               
  Wednesday, March 11
                5:45-6:15              Faith Bells
                6:15-6:45              Caroler Choir  (Pam may keep kids past 6:45)
                                                No Christ Bells
  Wednesday, March 18
                5:45-6:15              Faith Bells
                6:15-6:45              Christ Bells (Grade school kids) 
                                                No Caroler Choir
  Wednesday, March 25
                5:45-6:15              Faith Bells
                6:15-6:45              Carolers (Pam may keep kids past 6:45)
                                                No Christ Bells 
  Wednesday, April 1
                5:45-6:15              Faith Bells
                6:15-6:45              Christ Bells (Grade school kids)   
                                                No Caroler Choir
  Wednesday, April 8
                NO BELLS OR CHOIR- HOLY WEEK
  Wednesday, April 15 & 22  -  Back to regular schedule
           (April 22 is the last night for Bells)

 Summer Stretch is a day of service and fun for youth in 6th - 12th grade. It takes place on Thurs-
days during June and July. Come and share in the work and the play.  Registration and other information 
can be found on Oak Grove’s webpage.

Youth & Family - Check out Oak Grove’s Website
for 2020 Upcoming Activites & Dates!

VEAP
 1. Merry Mornings: First week of March
  Items: oatmeal, whole grain cereals, breakfast bars, 100% Fruit Juice, coffee, tea, baking mixes, pancake
  waffle mixes, canned fruit and applesauce.
 2. Kid-Friendly Fare: Second week of March
  Items: pasta, spaghetti sauce, peanut butter, jelly, honey, macaroni and cheese, taco meals, crackers and
  cheese, dried fruit, baby formula and baby food.
 3. Fresh & Clean: Third week of March
  Items: bar soap, dish soap, shampoo, shaving cream, deodorant, toothbrush and toothpaste (unopened),
  laundry soap, brush and comb and other hygiene items.
 4. Boxed Bounty: Fourth week of March
  Items: canned soups, canned meats, canned vegetables, instant potatoes, rice, tuna helper, hamburger
  helper, canned fruits, beans, dry soup mix, beans and chilli.
 5. Paper Product Pizazz: First week of April
  Items: toilet paper (must be wrapped), tissues, baby wipes, disposable diapers, paper towels, facial tissue,
  and other paper products.

(Lent Projects continued from page 1)



March 2020 5

Jesus Loves Me Milestone Celebrated
 Two-year-olds and families gathered to celebrate Oak Grove’s Jesus Loves Me Milestone on Sunday, February 
16.  With a full room, introductions were made reflecting how we felt loved as kids growing up. Afterward, prayer 
pillowcases were decorated with handprint tracings, names, hearts, bedtime prayers, and colorful drawings.  
 The milestone ended with a bubble prayer thanking God for the new pillowcases and the people who love us like 
God does. Joining together for the milestone were James Scheyer with his Dad Jordan, Grandmother Renae, Great 
Grandmother Ruby and Aunt Julie; Payton Buchanan with Mom Staci, Grandmother Jil, Aunt Sara and cousin 
Sarajana; Jamari H. with Mom Kristin, Grandparents Bob and Margaret and Aunt Kelli and Lynken McBride with 
his parents Jennifer and Jim, brothers Trey, Xander, Jaxen, Brayden, plus Grandparents Kathie and Dan.

Milestone Updates

Session Scheduled for First Communion
 Families with children who are ready to participate fully in First Communion are invited for a special session 
to prepare for this Faith Milestone.  Does you child ask questions about communion?  Is he/she beginning to 
understand how amazing Jesus’ sacrifice is?  At Oak Grove, each family decides when its child should do his/
her First Communion based on individual readiness in his/her faith walk.
 If your child and family are considering this important Milestone, sign up in the church office and talk to Pas-
tor Brice Eichlersmith, Pastor Tom Zarth or Deanne Beaudet to receive additional information.  Important dates 
for those celebrating their First Communion are Sunday, March 29 with discussion and Thursday, April 9 for 
First Communion at the Maundy Thursday Service.

Payton with mom, Staci Lynken with brother, Brayden James Scheyer with his dad, Jordan

ALL Congregation Members, Teens, and Their Families
are Invited for a Funeral Home Tour and Discussion on March 8
 Dying is not an easy topic, so this Demystifying Death Faith Milestone on Sunday, March 8 is planned to be a 
conversation starter.  Teens, their families and all congregation members are invited to this special session and 
tour. Please meet at Morris-Nilsen Funeral Home at 9:45 a.m.  Planned topics include health care directives, fu-
neral and luncheon arrangements, grief and healing, and the promise of eternal life. Sign-up is in the church of-
fice or contact Pastor Brice at 612.869.4917/brice@oakgrovelutheran.org  or Deanne Beaudet at 612.747.4367/
redfrog87@att.net.

Save the Date for VBS 2020
Rocky Railway - July 27 - 31



Memorial Easter Garden
Flower  Color Quantity Cost

Easter Lily  White ______ $ 9.00

Hyacinths   Mixed Colors ______ 7.50

Mum  Yellow ______ 9.50

  Purple ______ 9.50

 Hydrangea      Pink ______ 15.00

  Blue ______ 15.00

  Total ______ $_______ 
                        

Please include your payment with your order.  
Checks payable to Oak Grove Lutheran Church 
marked “Easter Garden.”  Your order may be left 
in the offering plate or in the church office.  Orders 
must be received by Sunday, March 15.   

Your name as you wish it to appear in the bulletin

Phone

In Memory of - or -  In Honor of   (circle one choice)


